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HENRY DUN DAS, Eſq. M. P. 
Secretary of State. 


SIR; | - 


CGrrarness of mind, added to power; can never 
be offended with ſimple truth; whilſt it pardons the faults 

of others, it will; with the fame generoſity, permit John 

Harriſon (the Sans Culotte) mentioned by you in 

a debate in the Houſe of Commons; February 21ſt, 
1794, to make his appeal to the People of Great Britain: 

He feels himſelf called upon to wipe off a little dirt, which 

in the courſe of the debate was thrown- upon him (it is 

faid) by Mr. Secretary Dundas. And as J. H. is only a 

plain ruſtic, he hopes his country will not be diſpleaſed 
with his plebeian and artleſs manner of reaſoning.— 

How far he may ſucceed in taking off the odium which has 

been caſt upon him, he will with due regard and reſpe&t, 

leave to the good opinion of a great and venerous people 
to determine.— He promiſes to be brief and plain, as his 
abilities are not great: only he wiſhes firſt to ſay,—he 
4s no hireling ue poſſeſſes no place or penſion; has no 
| A four 
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four and ten thouſands a year ſqueezed out of the blood 
and ſweat of the labouring part of the people;—no eighty- 
one thouſands a year to ſquander about to his relations ; 
in ſhort;—he is unbought ;—unbiafſed by any other mo- 
tives than the good of his country; as all the labouring 
part of the nation muſt be, who can neither expect places 
nor penſions ! but muſt aſſuredly pay the pipers, even if 
they pipe to the ruin of the people! ! ! 

Having ſaid thus much by way of a third perſon, I will 
proceed (by Mr. Dundas's permiſſion) to ſtate ſimple 
fats, unadorned with fine language, to an impartial Pub- 
lic, without any further ceremony. | 

The intercepted letter, which appeared in the news- 
papers, ſent to my correſpondent at Nottingham, was the 
cauſe of Mr. Dunds's ill-natured remarks on me, and his 
facetious remarks on that worthy patriotic gentleman Mr. 
Grey:—I beg Mr. Grey's pardon for uſing his name 
without his authority; yet I did fo with the pureſt of mo- 
tives, the real love to my country ; believing this worthy 

and patriotic Stateſman's opinion would have greater 
| weight than any thing I could advance, with every po- 
pular patriotic ſociety in Great Britain. 

Mr. Dundas remarked that “ He (Mr. Grey) had ad- 
40 viſed one of his conſtituents and correſpondents, if he 
5 <« wiſhed to oppeſe the preſent war, by a petition or me- 
_ morial in favour of peace, that it ought rather to be 
© 6c offered to the Parliament than to the King !” 

The truth was, «I aſked Mr. Grey whethes a petition 
« ſhould go to the King or to the Houſe of Commons ?” 
And he anſwered, © to the Commons, or both !” and gave 
dis reaſons, as he (Mr. Grey) ſtated in the Houſe; but I 


" xcknowledge again, did not 5 me any authority to 
Write 


(209 
write ſo to my correſpondents: however Mr, Dundas may 
hug himſelf on the occaſion, I wiſh the Placemen and 
Penſioners, with all the tribe of tythe and tax, loved 
their country half as well as that patriotic gentleman 
(Mr. Grey): I am ſure this nation would not have been 
involved in a war which appears to have only for its object, 
the butchery of a whole nation ! the total ruin of commerce, 
by ſhooting our cuſtomers! the murder of Briton's ſons |! 


and the ſlavery of mankind ! but (Mr. D.) is a place- 


man!!! 
Vet, „it is alledged that the French have forſaken their 


antient religion; deſpiſed the counſels and precedents of 


their forefathers ! and are turned Atheiſts !” Therefore, 
if we believe Saint Dundas, Saint Pitt, and a whole tribe 
of other ſaints; all tythe and tax-men, &c. why! (accord- 
ing to their politics) we are to cut the throats of the 
French until we make them reſtore monarchy, and be- 
come good Chriſtians ; turn Papiſts, and reſtore their good 
and holy fathers, the prieſts: Alas ! alas! Are theſe the 
People's beſt friends ? Or, are theſe the criers up of our 
glorious conſtitution, “ Church and King for ever?“ But 
I fay nay! are they not the nation's real enemies? and the 
greateſt enemies Church and King ever knew? Are they not 
Janiſſaries? and for the ſake of holding their places and pen» 
fions, do we not ſee them ftrangle 4 Church, King, and 
& Conſtitution ?*''—— Mark the ſpeeches of corruption 
againſt Mr. Fox, and the virtuous and ſmall Minority in 
the Houſe of Commons and Houſe of Lords :—and we 


ſhall not be at a Joſs to diſcover the true friends of the 


People, from thoſe vain boaſters of « Church, King, and 
« Conſtitution!” Who are the Curſers, and Sinters, and 
* of the nation? friends to Anarchy and Confu- 
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ſun, Alarmiſis, and promoters of Riots, in the name of 
„ Church, and King, and Con/iitution?” but in fact to 
lull the people into ſtopid ignorance, the better to plun- 
der and ruin the nation! and theſe are our beſt 
friends forſooth ! 

Let me alk the ſecretary and the apoſtates in place, of 
whom ] learned my principles of reform; if upon alarms | 
of their own rai/ing, of plets and riats of their own gene- 

rating, ſuch as was done when the miniſtry ſent forth the 
late proclamation, which has made us a nation of ſpies, 
and has ſet man, and his neighbour man, at variance !—l 
aſk, could not corruption ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus act, 
or proclaim martial law ?—or eyen bring forward ſuch an 
act as that infamous one paſſed in Ireland; which has 
taken away the acknowledged right of the People to meet 
for the protection of their liberties? I ſay, let me aſk the 
Secretary if there is not a corrupt majority in the world, 
that would paſs ſuch wicked laws againſt the rights of the 
People? nay I cannat tell but that corruption in Miniſters 
may produce a law to tranſport me to Botany Bay, for 
writing this appeal to my country! ! ! 
. $ That corruption does exiſt,” I take to be a poſition 
as true as any problem demonſtrated in Euclid ! therefore 
J think.it would be a good meaſure, and a great duty 
which the virtuous patriots in the Houſe owe to their 
country, to make their ſolemn appeal and declaration to the 
People ! And ſay, „People, you ſee we have done 
e our duty; e have right, juſtice, and truth on our 

e fide hut we bave been overturned by a tribe of Pen- 
te ſioners and Placemen, who have outvoted us, but have 
c not outreaſoned us! and enter the ſame on the jour- 


* of the . aui give the people a liſt of the 
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corrupted Members who voted againſt the good of the 


People ;—and annex to each members name the place or 


Penſion he holds under government, and paid by the Peo- 
ple; this would prove a ſalutary meaſure. 

For ſure I am the conſtitution never intended any 
Placemen or Penſioners to fit in Parliament to make laws 
for the People. —lf ſo, what a mockery it muſt be, when 
any member of the Commons accepts any Place he is 
compelled to vacate his feat until he is fixed in ſuch place 


or office. Then (to be ſure) afterwards he is eligible to 


be re-elected and reſume. his ſeat to make laws; to levy 
taxes to pay his penſion or office. 

Alas | alas | what a good conſtitution for Placemen and 
Penſioners | 

Obſerve next, Mr. Dundas, “ hoped the converſation 
« Mr, Grey had with the Sans Culotte (Harriſon,) would 
« be a warning to him how he admitted into his conſi- 
* dence a perſon of that deſcription.” I would afk this 
gentleman of whav defcripiion does he (Mr. Dundas) 
mean ?—Oh ! I fee Mr, Dundas anſwers, — a citizen 
« whoſe loyalty is only confined to his razor.” What . 
have I learned my principles of Reform from ſuch dig- 
nified maſters as the Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt 
beſides, nine thouſand gentlemen, called the Vorkſhire 
Aſſociation, under the guidance of the late virtuous Mar- 
quis of Rockinghama, and dare my loyalty be called in 
queſtion by a Secretary under pay of the People? I think 
my loyalty and the loyalty of more than five hundred thou- 
ſand Patriots are of greater conſequence, und better friends 
to the nation than ſuch Placemen, or the diſhonourable 


Apoſtates of whom I learned my Principles ! 
3 | What 


r 

What bloody principles have you (Mr. Secretary) ever 
diſcovered in © the Friends of the People?“ What wars 
have we plunged our dear country into, to the waſte of the 
nation's blood and treaſure, and to the ruin ofcommerce? 
Have we by means of ſtarvation forced the poor into the 
armies to fight the battles of Deſpots and Ariſtocrats, agai::ft 
their own liberties, and the Divine Rights of Mankind? Or, 
what riots have any of the friends to a Reform either created, 
fomented, or encouraged in any part of Great Britain? 
Who ſlimulated the dreadful riots for Church and King at 
Birmingham? Or, let me aſk the Secretary again, if he 
knows who gave the Inniſkilling Dragoons, when quar- 
tered at Sheffield, their orders when they inſulted and 
abuſed the peaceable inhabitants, with four officers at their 
head, by parading the ftreets with clubs, who knocked 
down all they could find in the ſtreets ; fractured ſome ſculls, 
and maimed the reſt ; fifty-two perſons; men, women, 
and children.—All this was done in the name of “ Church 
« and King for ever?” Why did the ſoldiers tell me, and 
all the town, © that they acted by orders from the Secre- 
« tary of State, to create a riot if poſſible, and to put an 
« end to the Conſtitutional Meetings held in Sheffield?“ 
Why did the Captain ſay, „dnn them, he wiſhed he 
« might have the killing of a thouſand of the d—d 
“ Sheffield Blacks, &c ?”” Thirty or forty thouſand of the 
People aſſembled next day ;z—not to riot !—they had becn 
taught better !—but to call upon magiſtrates and gentle- 
men of the town, to demand juſtice againſt theſe ruffians, 
The officers were bound over in fix hundred pounds to 
appear at York Aſhzes, and the ſoldiers left the town. 1 
xnow the Royal Secretary is in poſſeſſion of the facts, 
and could give 2mple information; I wiſh he would 
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lay the whole buſineſs of theſe tranſactions before the 
Commons, and clear himſelf from any imputations on 
this head! - And behold ! theſe are our pretended beſt 
friends, to be ſure—and if the People ſay any thing about 
liberty; Oh!“ « dn your eyes, you are a Jacobine?” 
« you are a d—d Preſbyterian !“ - you are a King 
c killer!“ - you want to cut the King's head off, as 
« the Jacobines have done in France] nay !—you are a 
« Republican and a Leveller!“ with many ſuch offen- 
ſive jargons and wicked inſinuations, trumpeted forth by 
the enemies to peace, and friends to miniſterial influence 
But we defy all the power of corruption to prove that ever 
we committed one diſorderly action in any part of Great 
Britain e have always proved ourſelves the real friends 
to order and peace !—whilft on the other hand, miniſte- 
rial corruption has been found to commit many riots and 
diſorders in the name of « Church and King for Ever,” — 
to the terror of the peaceable inhabitants ! 


Who then are the true friends of the nation? The 
Friends of the People, or Harry Dundas and his colleagues? 
Let the People judge ! the nation may fee with what in- 
tegrity the Secretary and his colleagues ſhun every inveſ- 
tigation into their meaſures ! How imperious and con- 
temptuous muſt that language appear in the eyes of a 
great People, when a ſervant of their's, a Secretary, dare 
riſe with indignity in their Houſe, and ſay -“ I never 
« heard language uſed, which a Member (R. B. Sheri- 
dan) ought more to be aſhamed of!“ 


Thus, (People !) you ſee with what an high overbear- 
ing hand your ſervants carry every meaſure againſt 
you? With what obſlinacy do they perſiſt in the war? 
And with what art, craft, ſubtlety and guileful ſerpentine 

dom 
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wiſiom do they hide and cover themſelves under the wings 
of corruption, from every inveſtigation into their miſcon- 
duct, or ruinous meaſures? Remark the Speeches of 
Placemen.and Penſioners on this caſe ! See them brandiſh 
the dagger of influence, ſtanding upon corruption, in a 
boaftful attitude, like a Colloſſus, triumphing and exulting 
at the victories gained over © the friends of the People;“ 
the ſure preſage of human woes 
Yet, let them not boaſt too much in their ſtrength, 
Eaſt the juſtice of the People break out like an Earthquake; 
and not minding their Colloſſus ſituation may hurl them 


with vengeance to the earth as a juft puniſhment to ap- 
peaſe the wrath of an injured People!!! 


Let them remember that the War with- America has 
been damned eternally; and there is very little reaſon to 
Gy, this is more juſt ; or, that after a few more campaigns 
this War will not be eternally damned allo! 

If we advert to the Burthens under which the 
People already groan we find them almoſt unſupporta- 
ble! and to look forward and ſee their Trade ruined ;— 
the Poor ſtarving ;—their Sons 9 RY ;—twenty mil- 
Hons of Taxes extraordinary, and ftill in creafing and, 
if the War be ſuccesful, Slaycry may enſue! What a 
picture of diſtreſs to a great People! O] for the tongue 
of a Sydney—a Rutſel—a C:mden—a Milton—a Locke! 
ay I would ſay an Angel ! to rouſe the People out of 
that lethargy mto which they have been Julled by the baſs 


inſinuations of mercenary and intereſted Placemen ! I! 
Nor ſhall we ſucceed better if we turn our Eye to the 
dreadful Catalogue of Taxes | The National Debt at this 
moment way be three hundred millions.—The Tythes 
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amount to upwards of five millions. The Poor Taxes have 
increaſed to near five millions, on accoltnt of the ruin of com- 
merce, and Huſbands by means of ſtarvation forced into the 
Army, and leaving their helpleſs Wives, or rather Widows 
and Orphans, to the Pariſh ! Seventeen millions yearly paid 
into the Exchequer, and diſtributed amongſt a Tribe who 
appear to delight in War.— Three millions ſeven hundred 
_ thouſand paid Cuſtom-houſe Officers, and other Collectors. 
To the above may be added the Corn Bill, which raiſes 
the Price of Bread to the Poor, and heightens the Cala- 
mities of the People; and was evidently deſigned to raiſe 
the Property of the Landed Lords of the Earth at the 
expence of the induſtrious Poor |—Nay, the Poor muſt 
Laboar, Fight, and Die, to ſupport this unnatural 
ſyſtemz and yet we are told theſe Poor Commoners 
(the beſt, and the moſt uſeful part of a nation) muſt be de- 
prived of their Votes for Members of their own Body : 


to fit in their own houſe; to plead their own cauſe; to 


aſiſt to make their own Law; on which their Blood and 
Sweat, their Property for which they Labour; nay, on 
which all their happineſs or miſery, intirely depends ! ! ! 

I am ſorry, my ſmall abilities cannot ſay more in 
fewer words. | 

But what human heart is there who can view the diſ- 
treſſes of the Poor, in all its various calamities, in the 
times of War and bad Trade, and not be induced to 
drop a pitying tear at their dreadful and calamitous Situa- 


tion.—In times of bad Trade a man of Property can 


or may weather the ſtorm ; but a working man, who has 


nothing to ſubfiſt on but his hand Labour; a deprivation ' 


of his employment only for one week will ſtarve a whole 


family to Darth, unaſſiſted by other means! „O] thou 


friend of man; better the condition of the human Race 
B This 
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This gives a convincing reaſon, why the labouring Poor, 
ſhould be repreſented in Parliament rather than the Rich 
for the Property of the Rich, will always be an over- 
balance to the Labour of the Poor. 

But to comfort the Poor I hope better times will come, 
and certainly much in their favour, | 

I am no Prophet, yet I will now give a propheey. of 
ſaw in the ſtrength of reaſon, Satan let looſe again. 

And behold! “ I ſaw Gog and Magog gather their 
« Armies together to Battle; and the numbers were like 
e the locuſts which covered the Land of Egypt for mul- 
& titudes, a very great and mighty Army: 

« And they came up and inveſted the Land of Liberty, 
“ and even gathered about the Free and Holy City 
“thereof. 

« And the Slaves fought mightily againſt the Sons 
« of Freedom 

« But I ſaw until the Slaves were overturned with a 
« mighty hand; and a very great flaughter, ſuch as was 

« never known before, 

« And I ſaw that the Slaves could not dg for 
« the mighty hand of Power was againſt them. 

c And when the Slaves were returned into their own 
c land, they ſaid, nay ! But we alſo will have Liberty like 
“ the ſons of the Holy and Free city. 

4 And I ſaw them prevail over thoſe which had uſurped 
“ the government for ages; and then I ſaw that the earth 
« had Peace!!! Which obliged me to cry with Ry 
“ of ſpirit: 

« O! thou God of the human race] haſten this happy 
« time according to thy word; for it is MY Nations 
* hall learn war no more]! 1 
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It is eaſy for me to believe this prophecy but I am * 
only one; therefore 1 leave it to the judment of a great || 
and wife nation. And as to the Sharks; the Vultures ;— | 
the Foxes and Wolves the Bears :— the Tigers and 9 
Leopards the Serpents and Dragons of the Earth and j 
the moaſter Hydra with her crowned ſnaky Heads ;—and ( 
every thing thatis vile in the creation and hurtful to man, | | 
I leave this prophecy to them ſealed up for their ridicule z 
believing as I do, we live 1n the days of wonder ;—and 
we have beheld with amazement, the greateſt Monarchy 
in the world overturned, apparently by Feeble Means ! ! ! 
But quitting theſe ideas, let us return to the Secretary, 
* Where Mr, Dundas will tell us that “ he was ſorry to 
c hear, that in diſcuſſing the queſtion of Parliamentary 
cc Reform, he (Mr. Grey,) was beat by a citizen whoſe 
« loyalty was only confined to his razor.” 
And Mr. Dundas ſeems to think himſelf capable of ſuc- 
\ ceeding better, and has thrown the gauntlet. I will not 
be diſmayed ; I will accept the challenge; and {mall as my 
abilities are, I think them ſtrong enough, in the poſition 
of Univerſal Repreſentation, to be able to attack the 
whole tribe of intereſted men ;—and ſurely the Secretary ; 
will acknowledge himſelf beat alſo, when I refer him to 
the plan of that Maſter of Politics, the great Duke 
of Richmond, “ who declares Univerſal Right of Suffrage 
4 to be the beſt ſor the People, and that after the experi- it 
« ence of twenty-ſix years ſtüdy, both in. Place and ug 
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From this plan I draw the following axiom : 

That our conſtitution knows no power but what 1s de-" 
rived from the repreſentation of the People, either real or bit 
virtual!!! ; 5 | bil 

| ' 


( 12 ) 
But repreſentation is a power in the People, who dele- 
gate their powers to a leſs number of their brethren, to 
be uſed by them for the general good of the whole. 


Therefore the powers of Kings, Lords, and Commons, 
derived, and flill hold their exiſtence and continuance in 
this great Principle of REPRESENTATION! ! |! 

I aſk Mr. Dundas if he can tell what Power made 
him a Secretary of State? I think I hear him ſay, 
© he received the appointment from the King.” —And fo 
do I ſay, that © the King received all his Power from the 
« People,—for that and better purpoſes! ! !”? 

But Virtual Repreſentation is univerſally acknowledged ; ; 
nay, even by the whole tribe of Tythe and Tax 

Then I reaſon ; if the virtual repreſentation be the right 
of the People, why not the real? Does the real repreſen- 
tation belong only to a very few, except the tribe of tythe _ 
and tax? I am aſhamed of this kind of repreſentation ! It 
is high time this corruption was put an end to; and let us 
have an Houſe of Commons free and independent of the 
Crown, where the will of the People may conſtantly, uni- 
formly, and diſtinctly be heard! And until Mr. Dundas 
can overturn my plebeian manner of reaſoning I hall 
ſtill conſider univerſal repreſentation as a great and firſt . 
principle of all per; which I call the Spirit and Soul of 
our Conſtitution: or elſe, as ſome ſay © there is no Con- 
« ſtitution, it is only a government founded on deſpo- 
cc tiſm! !! 

Vet I will ſay equal repreſentation is the birth- right of 
every Engliſhman ; and that one part of our fellow- men, 
has no right to exclude the other; if they do, it is uſur- 
pation.! This muſt be the original poſitive meaning of our 
conſtitution ; let corruption, cuſtom, or any laws to the con- 
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trary, ſay what it may! If this poſition be denied ; it may 


be ſaid juſtly, « we have no conſtitution;“ but only a2 


government of King, Lords, and Commons; and to ſay, 
this is a conſtitution, is abſurd. 

A conſtitution, I take it, is an agreement of the 
People, how they will be governed prior to King, Lords, 
or Commons; and in that agreement the powers of 
each are ſpecified and limited, or confined to cer- 
| tain powers, to be uſed for the good of the People; 
but if they, the People, find the powers given to each, 
inadequate to produce the general happineſs of the 
whole, they muſt have a right to recur to themſelves to 
amend what is wrong, or what ſtands in competition with 
their great deſigns, and general good; and as the conſti- 


tution is within the People, (for the People are its law 


and its majeſty;) they muſt rectify and adjuſt what the 
corroding hand of time and cuſtom, or precedents and bad 
laws, have been rendered inconvenient, or unwholeſome ! 

And no perfon who loves his country can object to this 


ſimple plan! Was this right reſtored to the People, every 


abuſe of power might be reformed to the good of the nation, 
without cauſing the leaſt riot, anarchy or confuſion ! Aud 


all this might be done as quietly as a Veſtry Meeting 


about Pariſh Buſineſs! nor needs any man to loſe his life 
on its account; for every abuſe may be done away in har- 
mony, peace and good will to our brother man.—And 
ſurely none but real enemies to our conſtitution, and our 
dear country, can reſiſt ſuch a ſalutary meaſure ; for friends 
to freedom, have always. proved themſelves to be friends to 
order and peace ;—and I am ſory I cannot fay ſo much 
for intereſted tythe and tax men! | 

But as penſioners and all theſe ſelſiſn intereſted men ſeem 
to oppoſe the reform with ſo much ill- blood, it would be 


happy 
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happy for the nation if the nation was to impriſon the 
Placemen and Penſioners, with the whole tribe of ty he, 
and tax; and then I am ſure, we may obtain a peaceable, 
excellent, and grand Reform, equal to the happineſs of 
the People and the good of the human race!!! 

« O! Thou Friend cf Man ! Save our country! And 
tc grant to our Nation and People, ſuch a happy Re- 
« form!!?” | 

Let us look at repreſentation i in another point of view, 
| where perſons and property are the object. 

The great law of repreſentation mays be fixed on one of 
theſe two as a principle, 

The point being fixed, the mind begins to reaſon, and 
is preſſed on until it has arrived at ſome ſettled point, 
where it can determine and point out the juſteſt, the plain- 
eſt, and moſt ſimple plan. | 

If property be made the principal object of eats. 
tion then all the people are neglected and caſt off, except 
perſons of property. 

But if perſons are the object of repreſentation, that is, 
univerſal right of ſuffrage, then both perſons and property 
will be repreſented; for repreſentation is a protection of 
property; therefore perſonal repreſentation is the moſt ſim- 
ple and juſt. 

Again, if property be only repreſented, then the great 
maſs of the people will have only a virtual repreſentation, 
which is of no uſe to them; and which is really the caſe at 
preſent with about ninety-nine out of a hundred: Vet the 
preſent ſyſtem of repreſentation neither repreſents perſons 
nor property; it is a hodge-podge, or an unſhapen maſs, 
and very corrupt. 

2 Property 


41691 


Property has many great, advantages, even if the per- 


ſons who hold it were not to be repreſented at all. 
Property holds all the neceflaries of liſe in its own hands; 
it deals out its bread to the hungry, water to the thirſty, 
and clothes to the naked, at ts own price. Property ought 
to be reſpected; yet it can oppreſs very grievouſly ; for it 
is extremely ſelfiſn. 


Lay a tax on property, it knows how to fetch it back 


with double ratio. Lay an halfpenny per pound on ſugar, 
&c. and it makes the conſumer pay a penny 

It is common in my country for a landlord, who has a 
number of ſmall houſes, to pay all taxes, poor-rates, &c. 
and the tenant pays an extraordinary rent: I remember a 
man when a tax of two ſhillings and ſixpence was laid on 
houſes five pounds rent, that he raiſed his tenants five 
ſhillings a year: ſo it ſeems whatever is laid on property 
muſt fall with double weight indirectly on the induſtri- 


ous poor-! then why ſhould they | not be fully and fairly 


repreſented ? 

If « the rabble—the wretched, 4g the ſwiniſh multi- 
« tude,” —are only to have a virtual repreſentation, for 
God's fake let them have only a virtuous taxation ! 

Let them be free from tythe and tax! 

Let them not ſpill their blood in fighting the battles: of 
the few, or ſuffer any calamities on account of the warg of 
Kings! 

But if TAXATION 1s To BE e UNIVERSAL,” and if it 
muſt affect and diſtreſs the © ſwine—the rabble and the 
« wretched !” If they are to labour, pine, and die for the 
the few, whilſt the few are living at eaſe, and in the 


greateſt degree of luxury and pleaſure if they are to 


lufter all the human ills, and to be the only ſufferers ; fure 
| univerſal 


-- 


L 16 ] 
univerſal repreſentation cannot with any degree of juſtice 
be denied them. | | 

Let me aſk, what can Mr. Dundas ſet againſt this po- 
ſition? « We muſt oppoſe theſe dangerous doctrines, ſay 
« the tribe of Tythe and Tax, or we ſhall loſe our Pen- 
& fions and Places! Ha! there's the rub ! 

Now, if our ſervants, whom we pay ſo very amply, are 
ſuffered to ſcourge us with ſcorpions; to impriſon and 
confine us; to tranſport us ta Botany Bay, for only ſpeak- 
ing and writing our Opinions freely; for meeting toge- 
ther in a peaceable, orderly, conſtitutional way, to con- 
ſider and examine if any abuſe really do exiſt in our con- 
ſtitution; or, if our ſervants, legiſlating for us, have paſſed 
any injurious and oppreſſive laws that we may reſiſt ſuch 
corruption by writing and petitioning againſt it, and to 
lay the fame before the nation for their mature con- 
ſideration; I fay, if we are treated thus; it is high time 
we ſhould ſtruggle to obtain a reform! And, why ſhould 
our ſervants prevent us? 

We have a right to reſiſt corruption 8 we find 
it lurking; it is our duty both divine and human! I care 
not what Penſioners or the intereſted Placemen ſay to this 


poſition ! 
And as to the doctrine of non- reſiſtance and paſſive 


obedience it is herefy; it is ſchiſm; it is a baſe apoſtacy 
from the truth;—1t had its origin from ſome evil lying 
ſpirit which had power to deceive and to prevail over 

the ignorance of man, and eowardiced his ſpirit ; ſubjected 
his race to the chain, the torture, and: to ſlavery ; nay, of 


all the human ills this ſide the grave, this doctrine has 


done the human race the greateſt injury. | 
I hope Mr. * is not above admonition; let us be 
adviſed 


„ 
adviſed then, and reſiſt this dangerous doctrine in future; 
and let us be like good mariners in a ſtorm, © ſwim. in 
« the deep, and not truſt the veſſel of ſtate too near 
the rocks aid ſhoals, leaſt a tempeſt come, and we be- 
come a wreck : 

« O! fave our country!“ 

It is now become high time for Patriots of every 
deſcription, every where to unite, to arreſt the Helm out 
of the hands of Corruption:;—lIt is now become the duty 
of Britons to contribute their mite, and unite all their 
little powers to ſave their Country from total ruin; and 
not ſuffer the veſſel of ſtate any longer to be ſteered by 
the Power of Corruption: — a power that ſeems to care 
only for the Loaves and Fiſhes, and to * which 
would let the veſſel fink ! 

Therefore all the half Patriots; who-1 want only a 1 
Reform; and the true Patriots who wiſh for a full, com- 
pleat, and radical Reform ;—I ſay, it is high time for all 
to think of ſome ſettled fixed plan of Reform, to ſave our 
Country; to deliver Ourſelves, our Nation, and People, 
out of the graſping Power of this Corruption | | 
Leet us view France in what light we pleaſe; jaded and 
furrounded as ſhe is, and rendered furious by an Hoſt of 
Enemies internal and external; yet we ſee her hold faſt 
her integrity: We ſee her with pleaſure emerging from 
under the black and dark clouds of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtiticn, into the horizon of bright and perfect day — The 
leagued Slaves may bribe Factions, and ſubject many 
Individuals to their own ruin, when diſcovered in thoſe 
Factions; and by their wicked machinations may promote 
murders, aſſaſſinations, and create great calamities in 
France but this country L dream of bribing Factions 

powerful 


( 18 ) 


powerful enough to overturn an enlightened armed na- 
tion of twenty-five, or thirty millions of Feople ; ſurely, 
the weakeſt mind muſt ſee 'tis fallacious ; 

For I foreſee if ten thouſand factions ariſe, one at the 

back of the other, whenever they prove themſelves trea- 
cherous, or unworthy the confidence of an Armed People, 
the nation is able to cruſh every treacherous faction in all 
its diabolical plots aimed againſt that great, ſteady, and 
virtuous defign of delivering their nation from ignorance, 
ſuperſtition, tyranny, and deſpotiſm !.! ' 
And to ſay there is more tyratiny under the preſent Go- 
vernment, than there was under the old corrupt ſyſtem, 
muſt be falſe; and is only the fabrication of Royaliſts, 
treacherous crafty prieſts, titled vagabonds, hired aſ- 
ſaſſins, &c. Who fay, «*Tis a virtue to try and adviſe 
« every wicked machination in their power to overturn 
« the preſent tyranny,” as they are pleaſe to term it. It 
may be ſo to thoſe few who wiſh to reſtore Monarchy, 
to re-inſtate themſelves in their fat old livings and offices, 
and to feed themſelves fat, out of the labour of the 
many; but not ſo, to © a true Sans Culotte,” who wiſhes 
to deliver his Country from ſuch kind of- vermin ? 

« Tn the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread,” is the 
language of truth] ſo we can ſee the badneſs of theſe men's 
hearts, who wiſh not to © eat bread at the expence of 
their own ſweat,” but rather that of _ or the 

- It has been id, «I was ah a Ropes PREY Shef- 
« field, a poor man of no 1 not very 1 
calculated to reform a ſtate.” 

This is certainly true; I have not nm outward. ſhin- 


ing parts ta allure ; 1 wiſh that an honeſt plain man may 
”".2 10 ö ; be 


(mJ 
be my higheſt title and only character! Good ſenſe is not 
always confined to the titled great; neither is wiſdom' 
entailed on penſions and places if it be the countrary, I 
could with to try a little ſnug place of about four thouſand 
a-year ; it might induce the Secretary, Mr. Dundas, to 
think better of me; but whether it — SER me more 

And as to my poverty tis not to be wondered at—when 
I fay I am without an eſtate; & without the breeches of 
« place or penſion,” that is, & Sans Cutottee,” and had 4 
wife and eighteen children, and the tribe of Tythe and Tax 
to ſupport tor thirty years. | 
Reckoning the ſhare which each perſon pays to govern- 
ment from the day of birth to the Gay of death at gl. 7s. 6d; 
annually, 
But wife and ſelf, and 18 children 20 perſons. 
L-* 6 
20—0d. — 010 & 
Then] 20—75. — 710 
20—31. 7 0 o 
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— 


20—3l. 78. 6d. 67 10 & 
A goodly ſun for places and penſions annually! 
But what have they paid in thirty years ? 


L s. d. 

| (30—108, — 15 0 & 

” {os „ 
But 30—671. 1. L025 o © 


This is the tax for thirty years. 
But this is not all, my wife and ſelf had lived * 


years in this miſerable world of taxation before the lazt 
thirty years. | 
C 2 Taxes 


rr ere * * 


( 20 ) 
| Taxes were then not ſo e e were about 2). por 
head annually. 
But wife and ſelf, two perſons would pay annually 4]. 


Then eighteen years taxes pays — 72 © © 
To which add the taxes for thirty years 2025 © 6 


| And it will amount ti L. 209) a © 


l might have ſhewed my readers how much the intereſt 


and principle would have accumulated, added together at 
the end of every year during the continuance of paying 
for forty-eight years as above :—but it would be attended 
with ſome trouble.—Therefore I ſhall be contented if the 
ſecretary will only order me ta be paid back the * 
intereſt annually 
With regard & to my not FR fly calculated to re- 
« form a State,” I can indeed fay very little on my ſmall 


abilities 


However this much I will ſay, that if I was Prime 
Miniſter of my country I certainly would put an end te 
this ruinous war ;—I would recall the” armies —ac- 


„ knowledge the French Republic; correct every abuſe 


te in Government, by endeavouring all I could to obtain 
“ for the People, their right,—a compleat and radical 


- & Reform !”? 


I would & hearken to the Cries ;—to the Prayers, and 
& Petitjors of the People!” | 

I would © hear the cries and diftreſſes of the aflicted 
« wiyes, widows, and orphans; who have been rendered 
wretched by the ſword of war ! ! | 

remember a family in Birmingham totally ruined by 
this & juſt and eee war;“ as it is called by inter- 


eſted men! 
The 


( 21 ) 

The huſband of the family had ſaved about fifty pounds 
out of their induſtry—but deadneſs of trade threw this 
poor family out of employment: They lived on this ſmall 
ſtock whilſt it laſted; and in. ſhort, the huſband was driven 
to that diſtreſs, to aſk relief of-the Pariſh.—The poor man 
was told, or it was remarked before the man by ſome 
Church and King-men' preſent, * that he was a very 
« able bodied man, and that the King wanted ſoldiers j— 
« if he would enliſt he might get a good bounty; —be 
« uſcful to his country,—ard then they would take care 
« of his family:“ * a wife and five ſmall chil- 
dren!!! 

The conſequence was the man enliſted in deſpair, and 
had fourteen guineas, the price of blood, paid down. 

The poor man goes home, gives his wife the money; 
telling her with tears in his eyes & it was all he could 
« ever do for her, &c.“ She (poor creature) ſtarts in 
furprize, both at the words and money; and with wild 
looks of ſorrow and emotion, or diſturbance of mind 
exclaims © in the name of God, where haſt thou had this,” 
(meaning the money. 9 

He, poor man, could not explain; his 1 was full; 
ne makes an excuſe to go ſomewhere; went out of his 
houſe, and put an end to his exiſtence ! ! ! 
The poor woman's ſituation may be better imagined 
than deſcribed; all the paſſions of nature working in a 
violent manner within her produced a heart-breaking 
| ſorrow, which brought on ſuch decay of ſtrength and 
appetite, that ſhe at laſt fell a ſacrifice to a fever, died, 
and has left her children, orphans, to the care af the 
-ariſh of Birmingham! 
| I need 


Cd } 

I need not comment on this tory, but leave the human 
heart, or even the tribe of Church and King to make its own 
reflettions: this is not a trumpt- up ſtory to deceive the 
pailions, it is the language of truth: nor is it the only tale 
of ſorrow in Birmingham — no, nor in many other places: 
I know Mancheſter Stockport Sheffield — Leeds Has 
lifax——Derby—Nottingham—Leiceſter—Coventry--Nor- 
wich, and ſome other towns-can furniſh us with too recent 
inſtances, and tales of forrow and woe! occaſioned ow 
War ll! 

- But' what care the gilded ruffians for all this? War 
muſt go on!! 

Theſe calamities come not near courts; neither do they 
come within Kings' Palaces; or, enter into the ſecret 
chambers of an apoſtate Miniſter; nor do they prevent a 
Seeretary from crying out, 

« Wha wants me? 8 

Neuber can theſe diltreſſes of woe affect the Church and 
King Clubs. | 
I have a letter in my poſſeſſion from Mancheſter, dated 
Feb. 1799, That the gentlemen of the town were 
<« reſolved to ſnut up their ſhops againſt the able-bodied 
* men, to ſtarve them into the ſervice; and the gentlemen 
« are recruiting ſerjeants, beating up for ſoldiers, walking 
«- 1r-procctfion/'round- the town, and, by a ſubſcription 
« from: the Church and King Club add Three Guineas 
«-tohis Majeſty's Bounty.“ Theſe are times of woe 


— Dundas ſay, on what principle they can be 
r it would ſeem 1 muſt: be reproached, betateſe 
I am only a razor- maker; -I am ſure no perſon can 


mate better razors than I do, nor more unexceptionable— 
| for 


E 


for there was © God fave the King,“ on one fide and, 
Long live the King,” on the other. 

The Prince of Wales ſaw ſome of the fue make at 
Newmarket in October, 1790. 

The Prince did not become'a purchaſer, tis true, 


which I much wiſhed; but then, the Prince ſent his very 


obliging thanks for the favor of letting his Royal High- 
neſs have a ſight of the workmanship: although I received 
no other encouragement or marks of a Prince's favor than 


thanks; and thoſe thanks were not very valuable, paying 
for nothing at the Inn. Yet I think thoſe thanks of appro- 


bation from the Prince will ſecure me from any refleftions 


caſt on my « loyalty,” „my poverty,” « my trade,” or 
« my razor,” by Mr. Secretary Dundas: 

For Iam ſure my razors are legal; that is, loyal. 

And as to my principles, I am willing to contend them 
with the Secretary, at the bar of our own 2 2785 the 
Commons!!! 


+ My trade I will ſay is an honeſt trade; al more ſo than 


the trade of Tythe and Tax—or the trade of prieſtcraft 


and ftatecraft;—although I acknowledge it is not ſo 


beneficial ! 

St. Paul, the Apoſtle of Liberty, tell us «that if any 
* man would not work, neither ſhould he eat: 

It ſeems there were ſome buſy bodies in his day, which 


« walked, or lived amongſt the people diſorderly, working 


not at all: yet not ſo bad as the few in our days, living 
on the labour of the many! 

« Now them that are ſuch we command and exhort by 
« our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that with * _ n 
4 and eat their own bread.” 
$3: 2 Hence 
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Hence we learn; that none of the penſioned tribe has any 
right to eat bread out of the labour of the People, let their 

titles amongſt men be ever ſo high, except they labour for 

he advantage of the People, and earn their wages juſtly 

ndnd honeſtly ; nor even then can there be any advantage 

and utility ariſe to the People to pay any of their ſervants 
fuch extraordinary wages as ten hundred thouſand; one 

hundred thouſand ; eighty thouſand ; ſixty thouſand ; thirty, 
twenty, eighteen, ten, eight, ſix, four, three, two, &c. 
thoufands a year for the doing of little or nothing; beſides 
2a great quantity of lands, parks, palaces, &c. Duke- 
doms, princedoms, and ever ſo many Dom's : beſides 
the many fees in the reſpective offices of Judges, Biſhops, 
&c. &c. 

J remember 8 an anecdote at Birmingham, con- 
cerning a Noble Duke high in Office, of whom it is ſaid, 
* that there is not a beggar in the ſtreets of London that 
© can warm himfelf at a fire, but what muſt contribute 

© to raiſe a ſum to the Noble Duke, of upwards of rwenty 
I theuſand per year: 
The ſtory goes, that the noble Duke, at the commence- 
ment of this inglorious war wiſhed to lower the wages of 
the armorers in Birmingham, and thoſe in the Tower : 
lt feems the workmen at Birmingham had fourteen- 
-- pence for ſtocking gun-barrels, whilſt they in the Tower 
_ had ſixteen-pence for the ſame work: — But the deſign 
vas to reduce (the workmen under a Mr. Gill) to do the 
lame work for a ſhilling, and the Tower-men to that 
. of fourteen-pence! _ 
However, the workmen in 8 kruck; and 
on account of the dearneſs of the neceſſaries of life, wero 


0 25 9 
more inclined to raiſe their wages * than to lower two⸗ 
pence at every fourteen-pence they ſhould earn; which 
would be giving a gun in every ſeven; or giving a ſhil- 
ling for every fix. I wiſh the Penſioners and Placemen 


would do ſo; I think they might ſtand to be mulcted three 


pence in the ſhilling better than theſe poor workmen |! 
The Duke made the neceſſary inquiry what the work= 
men could earn by working hard every day ; and his Grace 
found that the workmen could afford very well to ſconce 
every ſeventh gun; with this graceful declaration, & that 
ce nine ſhillings per week is enough for any working- man 


'® Here, a moſt pernicious conſpiracy of the Few againſt the 
intereſt of the Many! Mark the baſeneſs and unjuſtneſs of that law 
which allows a combination of the rich to attack the labour of the 
induſtrious poor in every inſtance, - with all the crimes of highways 
men, thieves, robbers, and freebooters, and will not admit that 


the poor ſhall combine to protect and defend their labour againſt 


the avarice and depredations of the rich!“ If the poor combine 
for this purpoſe, it is called felony by the law; and you may be 
tranſported ! But if the rich combine to raiſe the price of corn, & c. 
or to lower the price of labour, it is called a virtue! a national ad- 
vantage ! but is the greateſt benefit to themſelves; that is, only te 
the rich! 


Query ; Is it not as much a national adyantage, that the induſs 


trious poor ſhould be paid well for their labour, as for the rich to 


 amaſs all to themſelves, and pay little or nothing for labour? 

Or, Would it not be an advantage to the nation, fur its riches 
raiſed by induſtry to flow freely into the hands of the many, rather 
han raiſe a power of oppreſſion, and confine them in thoſe of the few 7 

Or, Should not the induſtrious many poſſeſs eyery advantage to 
get wealth, rather than the idle drones who have ng in6lipation to 
Jabour, but to live on, the produce of the many ? 
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et to live upon; and if he had more he would only ſpend 
<«.--it and neglect his work. 

If I were to add my ſentiment on the Duke's humanity : 
J wiſh fincerely that his Grace might have no more to 
<« live upon !”? | 

« For with the ſame meaſure ye meet to others, it ſhall 
cc be meaſured to you again ;” which is to be proved !! ! 
Had I abilities, I would ſhew in the ſtrongeſt and 
cleareſt point of view, the partiality which is always ob- 
ſerved by theſe gilded few, in rewarding themſelves on 
every trifling occaſion. 

For inſtance, ſuppoſe any of theſe gilded butterflies, 
or theſe. Don Quixotes, &c. were to fight a battle, ſtand- 
-ing out of all danger, to the ruin of their country; for they 
always take care to place in the poſts of danger, the ſwine, 
the wretched, and the rabble 
And although theſe nick- named few, whoſe lives are fo 

very precious as to be worth ſo many thouſands of other 
ſorts. of men; if they do ſuffer in theſe. rencounters, 
hunger, thirſt, and death, it is but very partially! For 
who would not loſe his own life to preſerve ſuch ineſtima- 
ble, precious jewels? Vet we bchold no uncommon phe- 
nomenon, when we ſee them reward each other with titled 
: nick-names, Penſions, and Places, and from the bravery won 
by the inferior race, or the many; until ſuch robbery of 
the people may amount to ſome thouſands and millions a 
year; to be paid by the ſweat and labour of the many, ot 

the People!!! | 
But if & the ſwine, the wretched, the 8 or the 
« many; after ſuffering all the human ills, death ex- 
cepted ; and worn out in the ſervice of the gilded few; or 


eſcaped with the loſs of a limb or two ;—a penſion of 
about 


8 

about eight pounds a year is thought to be a very ample 
ſatisfaction, or a very great reward to any of theſe poor 
ignorant men: and he ſeems to be an happy man ho can 
even obtain this ſmall reward: as we can ſee numbers 
who are turned deſtitute and neglected by theſe gilded 
myrmidons; and thrown upon the generous Public, 
to beg their bread in the ſtreets of our nation; to the 
great ſcandal of our glorious conſtitution. This affords 
another argument for a Reform in Parliament on the * 
principle of Univerſal repreſentation | 

But to return again to the Secretary Mr. Dundas 
remarks, that “ he (Mr. G.) muſt be convinced that 
* his friend (I. H,) upon this occaſion has proved himſelf 
« unworthy of his confidence!“ This ſeems to con- 
vey an infinuation as if I had really miſrepreſented 
Mr. Grey's converſation :—but this ſarcaſm caſt on 
me, by Mr. Dundas, I will ſimply fay is not true or 


juſt; miſrepreſentation may be the practice of Secretaries 


of State, Miniſters, &c. but is not the deſigned intention 
of a true Sans Culotte to miſrepreſent any thing! And I 
am willing to appeal to the candour and juſtice of that 
patriotic gentleman, Mr. Grey, whether I am not in this 
caſe right.— All the blame that can be imputed to me is, 


I wrote the ſubſtance of a converſation with a gentleman, 


and made uſe of his name without his knowledge, and 
how have I © proyed myſelf nnn of his confidence 
« jn all this?“ 

I am blamed for uſing the word Sans Get which 
means with me, (A Lover of my Country!“ 

« A promoter of love and WIEN amongſt men 1 
« A friend to F reedom 
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I am no no Frenchman ;—and it is ſaid the word means 
* without breeches!“ yet I think it contains a greater 
meaning than this z—viz, © without bribery! without 
«. corrruption ] no traitor to his country!“ like the Ariſ- 
focrats, and Infatuated Prieſts in France. 

Thus, every impartial mind may ſee, according to my 
explanation of this word, and as I think it ſo uſed by the 
French nation at this moment, it was eaſy for me to ſub- 
fcribe myſelf A Sans Culotte.” — The followers of 
Chriſt were firſt called & Chriſtians at Antioch,” in deri- 
fon, and to tell a man at this day he was no Chriſ- 
tian, might be now termed an inſult; yet, if this term is 
offenſive to my country I will ſubſcribe it no more after 
J have done with Mr. Dundas!!! 

I have faid I had been blamed for calling myſelf « A 
Sans Culotte; but were I to give a vocabulary of the 
names of titles, dignities, and all thoſe who claim an un- 
limited power, or have exa'ted themſelves, and uſurped a 
| Government over their brother man ever fince the crea» 
tion ;—and if it were poſſible to place before us at one 
view all the plunders, rapines, and murders committed 
againſt the human race by theſe dignitaries, &c. for the 
Tpace of near fix thouſand years ;—or could we count the 
numbers of our fellow-men (in that ſpace of time) who 
have fallen victims to ſome titled yagabond ;—butchered in 
battles ;=<murdered' in cold blood; — ſuffered under the 
moſt horrid in vention of tortures ;—driven to the greatest 
degree of hunger, thirſt, and all kind of wretchedneſs to 
ſatisfy the ravenous greedy appetites of theſe titled beaſts 
of prey; I fay, if we conſider all this in our vocabulary, 
it would change the ſignification of thoſe words uſed to 
expreſs dignities amongſt what the world calls “ wh 
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& moſt holy and anointed ones of the earth; or the ſhns, 
& the moons, and the ſtars, &c.”—And by the word 

Port, We thould mean, a ſorcerer, a dealer in witchcraft, 
a man. of fin, a d-ftroyer of the human race, a beaſt of 
prey, the fat ner of the inquiſition and of prieſtcraft, and re- 
ceiver ot tyt es under the Goſpel—a great wolf in ſony” 8 
cloathinz, &c. 

Eurkkss would ſignify a ſhe wolf, ſuppoſed to be bred 
in the North, a devourer of human fleſh, a ſwimmer in hu- 
man blood, a thief, and a ſtealer of nations and people! ! 

EmPERoR would fignify a wolf of the male kind, x 
deſpot, a robber, a butcher, a 2 oſ the human 
race, &c. 

PRIEST would ſignify a collector of tythes; a leſſer kind 
of wolf in ſheep's cloathing: ; but very fierce when it 
ſeizes its prey] 

Moxks Ax D FRIARS would ſignify a cage of un- 
clean ſpitits; venomous beaſts, &c, &c. 


PRIESTCRAFT would ſignify witcheraft; ſorcery; ne- 


r! ; wickedneſs, &c. 
Wicked Miniſters and Secretaries of State would. 
be unclean, evil, lying ſpirits, in the form of frogs z 


deceivers of the people; deſtroyers of trade and commerce; 


makers of widows and orphans *; ſtarvers of the poor; 


apoſtates ; common butchers and Fane of a nation; deadly  . 


enemies to man 


» At unden only, between 15,900 and 16,000 have been 


drawn from the manufaftories for ſoldiers ; a number paſt all belief, 


if it was not fully proved by being enrolled on the Magiſtrate's + 


Journal. 


Query ! how many widows and orphans are made out of that 


number? | 
_ ELEC= 
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ELECTORsS would ſignify Eſau's children who ſold their 
birth- right for a meſs of pottage: 

Prieftcraft, Statecraft and Pope, are ſaid to be c a mon- 
& ſer * which comes up 0ut of the earth, and has two horns 
« like a lamb; when he ſpeaks it is always like a dra- 
& gon!!!“ 

This beaſt does great wonders ! 

He exerciſes great powers! 

He makes fire come down from Heaven on earth in the 
fight of men! 

He deceives them that dwell on the earth, by the falſe 
miracles which he has power to do ! 

He cauſes all, ſmall and great, rich and poor, bound 
and free, to receive a mark 1n their right hands, or in their 
forcheads, and cry out, 

&« CHURCH and KING for ever!“ 
Nor will he permit any perſon to buy and to ſell, ex- 
cept they carry the mark or the name of the beaſt to the 
market! 

He cauſes many of the human race to be killed by the 
ſword; he is very voracious, and delights to drench him 
ſelf in human blood ! | 

He intrudes himſelf into all governments on the earth 
He tells us, „ He is Heaven born;” although we are 
ſure his birth was from beneath 

He vaunts with ſwelling pride when he © declares 
« himſelf to have a divine and legitimate right to reign 
ce over all nations, languages and people, wherever found, 
« on the face of the whole earth!!!“ 


_ Pope, may be the beaſt ; 2 2 and Statecraft, his two 
rns. 


N ay, 


8 


Nay 1 he with dragon's voice declares; & that the rate | 


ce of man were formed for his pleaſure; and it is the duty 
« of man to advance his glory, wealth and grandeur, at 
“the expence of their united labours !?? 

The earth may be ſaid to tremble, and the mind of man 


receives a ſhock as with electric matter, when it hears _ 


his indignant voice fay,——<« Ye ſwiniſh multitude ! ye 
&« illiterate herds ! ye rabble of Scotland, and wretched of 
« Ireland, with all your traggamuffin blackguard crews! 
« ye have no rights at all but to labour for us ; be content 
« and happy under our benign clemency, and think yours 
« ſelves well off that we ſpare a few crumbs and dry 
“ huſks which fall from our tables to feed on, whilſt you 
« labour for us to ſupply all our pious purpoſes! Remem- 
<« ber that it is your duty to provide us with all the good 
ce things of this world; and that ye do not touch them 
« yourſelves ; for they belong only to us! This is our 
« decree, ſee that ye forfeit not our diſpleaſure, &c. &c.“ 
Thus in language plural he always ſpeaks ! Becauſe he 
has power to fetch out of himſelf a very great number; 
a mighty hoſt ;—even Gog and Magog—two mighty ge- 
nerals, are within him! | 
He is a wonderful beaſt of monſtrous ſize, with nume- 
rous joints and limbs | 
He has power to multiply, move, and extend his limbs 
over all the nations vn earth at one and the ſame time 
He arrogates to himſelf, and his pious limbs, all qualities, 


excellencies, titles, dignities and virtues that can be 


formed on earth or in Heaven which appear to an en- 
lightened mind, ſomething like blaſphemy againſt the moſt 
high —ſuch as his pretended power of infallibility, or ex- 

emption 
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emption from error in judgment, over all nations, and 
people, &c. 
He aſſumes the titles of « Holineſs God's Vicegerent 
on earth; — the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt ;—the Holy Keeper 
of St. Peter's Keys ;“ —pretends he has power to bind 
and to looſe in Heaven and in Hell; and has power to for- 
give ſins, like the moſt High ! 

Again, he ſays, © he is the moſt Chriſtian; the moſt 
« Illuſtrious, the moſt ſerene Highneſs ; the moſt auguſt, 
« the moſt Catholic Majeſty his Grace; the Right Re- 
« yerend Father in God ;—the High and Mighty Lords; 
« the Shadow of God; the Father of the Sun and Moon; 
« the Father of his People; — the Defender of the Faith.“ 
What faith? Why! the faith of the Beaſt, which is al- 
ways to deſtroy, to render wretched the human race ! ! ! 

For this beaſt always defends the contrary qualities, and 
never hearkens to the petitions of the People, except it 
ſuits his own glory, advantage, and wicked purpoſes! ! ! 

But what is moſt remarkable in this monſter—he 
eontains ſeeds within himſelf, called war and corruption, 
which have a power, or quality, in themſelves to weaken 
his reign; and will in time, under a divine power, intirely 
deftroy his kingdom —and then the earth will enjoy the 
bleſſings of peace; man will then have no enemy in his 
own likeneſs, and a common cry will be put in the hearts 
of all People, that the Lord God and Samuel mY reign, 
and not this monſter !! ! 

| Ver Dei Vox Populi ! ET 

A generous People will pardon me for undertaking to 

deſcribe what they muſt perceive, my pen is not equal 


2-2 
to perform ; I acknowledge my inability, therefore will 


leave it to abler hands. 

I have only drawn ſome of them imperfectly; for if it 
was poſſible to draw the whole of this wonderful Beaſt (as 
I perceive him to be the myſtery of iniquity, Antichrift ;) 
I do think St Paul's cathedral would not hold all the records 
of him, from his commencement over man to this preſent 
time; and if I ſhould be wrong in my ideas, I hope Mr, 
Dundas can ſet me right. 


The following are the reaſons given by the Patriotic Societies 
in Great Britain, why they did not immediately comply with 
the requeſt, To petition againſt the War. 


% Citrt 28H; 

« We judge it beſt to let the wat go on,—although we ſuffer, 
and our calamities are very great indeed, on account of the bad- 
tc neſs of trade, and the dearneſs of the neceſſaries of life; it will 
c make the People think by what they feel!!! 

« Beſides, it can do no good to petition at preſent, until corrup- 
tion can command lefs majorities ! 

c Do we not ſce a whole tribe of Placemen and Penſioners overs 
*« turn every meaſure tending to the good of the People? 

c And what good can we expect from the virtuous few in both 
c Houſes, ſtruggling as they are, under ſuch a weight of corrup- 
* tion, until the People are more eulightened? 

« Do we not behold Barracks erected over the whole nation in 
« every populous town? 

% Do we not ſee our own People ſent abroad to be ſlaughtered j— 
e whilſt we behold with ſorrow at heart ſubſidized Heſſians, Ha- 
* noverians, &c. brought amongſt us, and corruption declaring 
ce it conſtitutional to continue them in the nation — Thus are our 
throats expoſed to the German Butchers ! 1! 


« I am, Citizen, 5 
« A Friend to the human race.“ 


E. That 


(8 

That Penſioners, Placemen, and thoſe intereſted in 
tythe and tax, are enemies to the People we need not 
to doubt; whilſt true Patriots are the nation's beſt friends, 
nothing is fo ſure ! 

To prove this we only need to advert to the behaviour 
of each party. 

We fee an haughty Ariſtocracy Pe with- cruel and 
unjuſt proſecutions humble Democracy, with an unrelent- 
ing fury and ferociouſneſs, equalled only by the moſt ra- 
venous beaſts, purſuing with hideous yell, under the 
preſſure of Hunger 

Here we view Democracy ſtand undaunted, armed with 
no other weapon but virtue and zeal for his country's good: 
receiving and fuſtaining with manly courage and patience 
all the various affaults which that haughty tyrant Ariſto- 
cracy can inflict :—And although unable to extricate him- 
ſelf from, the jaws and claws of this tyrant monſter, yet 
Democracy bears the ſtruggle and his ſufferings with ſuch 
a manly fortitude, as not only to do honour to his country, 
and the cauſe of the People in which he is made a ſacrifice ; 
but his virtue and courage even intimidates his enemies 
and covers them with eternal ſhame and infamy ! !! 

Were we to read the Trials of Meſſrs MaxGaroTrT, 
GERRALD, PALMER, SKIRVING and Muir, we are 
immediately ſtruck with admiration, wonder, love, and 
pity : and the mind is raiſed to the greateſt ſublimity 
when it views their exalted virtue to their country; their 
manly courage; their calm behaviour. For more digni- 
fied characters and greatneſs of foul never (perhaps) ap- 
peared at the bar of any Court in Great Britain ! 

And who can behold their cruel and unjuſt ſentence of 


tranſportation for fourteen years without having a mind 
55 filled 


1 
filled with rage, indignation, and contempt, on the one 
hand; whilſt compaſſion _ for their r ſufferings 
on the other ? 

Corruption tells us, C that theſe virtuous Patriots were 
“ guilty of ſedition; therefore their ſentence is juſt ! 1!” 

But what is fedition ? Is it ſedition to ſay, that the 
People of Great Britain are not fully, fairly, and ade- 
quately repreſented in the Houſe of Commons? And that 
about ſeventy or eighty perſons form a majority there, 
by means of borough influence? Or, is it ſedition 
to ſay, that corruption can always obtain a very large mas 
jority under the preſent ſyſtem, and can carry any meaſure 
againſt the intereſt of the People? 

Or, is it ſeditious to ſay, that a reform in Parliament 
is neceſſary, and the ſooner it is done the better for the 
People ? Or, that Univerſal Right of Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments are the beſt for the People? 

If this be ſedition ! 1 will live and die in this faith 1 
will continue to preach this doctrine to the end of my 
days, undiſmayed by any power of corruption ;—aad this 
ſedition, with my great maſters in politics, the Duke of 
Richmond and William Pitt, may be engraven on my 
tomb!!! 

I have not been without ſome little ſufferings on account 
of this ſort of Patriotiſm for my country 

I have been taken from a peaceful company; ſtruck ſe- 
veral times with a chair; dragged to priſon ; brought be- 
fore the magiſtrates without a warrant z or without ſpe- 
cifying any crime; and my apartment forced and plun- 
dered!!! | 

Judge Aſhhurſt's Speech to a packed Jury, tells me, 
that our laws are as equal to the poor as to the rich.” 
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But I have tried the Courts of Juſtice, and can find no 
redreſs: 

Therefore, Iam ready to prove at the has of the Houſe 

of Commons, (and ſhould be very glad to have the favour) 
that the Courts of Juſtice are ſhut agoinſ me, and « that 
c“ our laws are not equal to the poor,” &c. 
But I will thank thoſe in power; thoſe diſpenſators of 
the laws and juſtice; even the Secretary and Mr. Pitt, if 
they will aſſiſt me to obtain ample ſatisfaction for the 
illegal ſeizure and violation of my perſon and property ; 
which was done in the name of « Church and King for 
« ever!” 

However, as I am not likely to obtain juſtice, I will 
inſert my caſe more fully; 


; | I am, Mr. Dundas, 
A SANS CULOTTE, 


In the way of my own explanation of the term, 
* A Lover of my Country, A Friend to Freedom,” 


Sheffield, April 16, _ 
. Jond HARRISON, 


WARWICK SESSIONS, 


October 8th, 1793. 


Ausr. a very crouded and reſpectable court was 
tried a cauſe very intereſting to the liberties of the People 


of this country, and points out the abſolute neceſſity of a 


Parliamentary Reform. 

It was for the moſt daring aſſault we ever remember 
being committed in this country, and to go unpuniſhed. 
Thhis affault was committed by Thomas Wooldridge {and 
others) keeper of the dungeon, Birmingham, on the perſon 
of John Harriſon, the 20th of March laſt, “ in the name of 

Church and King for ever ! ! !” 

« Mr Romilly, the council for the Plaintiff, opened the 
buſineſs by a very able and learned ſpeech ;—He went fully 
into the caſe, and ſhewed that, although his client had only 
indicted for a common aſſault, yet it was the moſt ſpecial 
and extraordinary, —heightened by the moſt daring and 
wanton afts of cruelty and inſult, marked with the greateſt 
degree of hatred and malice he ever remembered, which 
eAled loudly for exemplary puniſhment. And what 
heightens the crime of the Defendant (Thomas Wool- 
fridge) is, he was a ſervant of the magiſtrates of the town, 
who was keeper of a priſon in Birmingham, into whoſe care 
are committed, by the faid magiſtrates, all perſons offend- 
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ing againſt the laws; therefore ought to have known his 
place better than to have acted in ſo daring a manner with- 
out law, or orders from his ſuperiors. 

ce But, contrary to his well-known duty as an officer or 
a ſervant, acting by order of magiſtrates; What does the 
Defendant (Wooldridge) do? Why ! he, of his own 
authority aſſumes a power higher than a prince, col- 
lects together a banditti armed with clubs, &c. ſallies forth 
in a riotous manner to the Hare and Hounds, in Hill- ſtreet, 
Birmingham, where the Plaintiff and others had retired to 
ſpend the evening in a room there, which they had engaged 
for that purpoſe. The Defendant (Wooldridge) and 
his party enter this room; — W ooldridge begins a quarrel 
with the Plaintiff in the moſt extraordinary manner ever 
known, by damaing him, and pretending he had put his 
chair on his, the Defendant's, foot. Hereupon Wool- 
dridge, without any provocation but this of his own make 
ing, took up a chair, ſtruck the Plaintiff with it three or four 
times, and threw it at him with all his force; after- 
wards the Plaintiff was dragged by two of the Defendant's 
party acroſs the room, and down the ſtairs, and hauled 
along the ſtreets as a murderer, &c. and put into a priſon, 
into a diſmal, dark, damp cell, to the danger of his life, kept 
there all night, not a friend admitted to viſit him; 
treated with the greateſt degree of inſult and contempt ; 
brought before the magiſtrates without a warrant, Ur 
without producing any crime, where he was of courſe 
honourably diſcharged, having done no offence againſt * 
lavrs of his country.” — 

The council then requeſted, that the minds of the Fu 7 
might be delivered from every kind of party prejudice;— 


and that he hoped he had an Engliſh jury before him, that 
| could 
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eould think for themſelves, and would attend ſeriouſly to 
the evidence delivered at the bar.—And that if he proved 
the facts, —he had no doubt in the jury before him, but that 
they would give a faithful, true, and impartial verdi& in 
favour of his client and that by their verdict, ſuch unex- 
ampled outrage and injuſtice, committed by the Defendant, | 
might receive ſuch adequate puniſhment from an Engliſh 
jury, that would at once hold out to the nation their impar- 
tiality and juſtice to the terror of evil men, and to the pro- 
tection of the injured. 

« The council wiſhed next, to tate to the Jury, that his 
client was an advocate for a Parliamentary Reform ; (al- 
though this queſtion, he ſaid, had nothing to do with the 
cauſe before them ;) yet, becauſe his learned friend on 
the other ſide would endeavour to prejudice their minds 
againſt his client on that account ;—and that he knew his 
learned friend would not ſuffer him to reply; he would 
ſtate alſo, that his client was preſident of a conſtitutional 
ſociety for information and theſe ſocieties are not only 
perfectly legal and innocent, but may create a union neceſ- 
fary to redreſs the grievances of the people, by petitioning 
Parliament or the King.—And the council called upon any 
authority to declare that ſuch aſſociations are illegal who 
do orderly and peaceably meet to inform themſelves of the 
abuſes and corruptions crept into the government of their 
country, and to petition againſt them :—for this is perfectly 
legal, and is founded on the liberties of the people, the con- 
ſtitution of this country. 

« The council then ſaid he would juſt mention another 
circumſtance, which bad appeared to him very ſtrange 
indeed ; | 
This cauſe for the aſſault Was tried againſt other per- 

tons 
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tons laſt ſeſſion, and the perſons were acquitted, notwith - 
ſtanding Joſeph Lindon and Robert Hopkins were proved, 
by good evidence, to have been with the Defendant on the 
20th of March laſt : But what defects of evidence were per- 
ceived by that jury that could warrant an acquittal on juſt 
grounds he ſhould not then enquire: yet he was ſure if he 
proved the facts againſt the priſoner at the bar they could 
not acquit him, without ſhewing manifeſt injuſtice to his- 
client, and proving to the nation at large that juſtice was 
fed from her jurors: Therefore, he would ſay, they had no- 
thing to do with that verdict at all, it was not to influenos 
their minds in the leaſt degree, they were only to attend to 
the evidence produced at the bar, and to give a faithful and 
true verdict, according to that evidence, and their oath juſt 
taken,” | | 

The council then called John Harriſon. 

And he depoſed, © That he was at the Hare and Hounds, 
Hill-ſtreet, Birmingham, on the 20th of March laſt ;—that 
a little after 10 o'clock in the evening, Thomas Wooldridge 
and about eight other perſons came into their room very 
diſorderly, and apparently drunk: That Thomas Wool- 
dridge, who was captain of this banditti, began to ſtir up 
diſorder, by ſaying to this deponent, & G—d d—n you you | 
Jacobin Raſcal, &c. what did you ſet your chair on my foot 
for? when this deponent declares he had never moved his 
chair at all. Hereupon Wooldridge took up the chair and 
firuck this deponent three or four times, and then threw it 
at this deponent with all his force: this deponent was then 
dragged acroſs the room, and down the ſtairs, and hauled 
along the ſtreets, and forced into a diſmal, dark, damp cell, 
ſhut out from his friends; for friends were not admitied to 
viſit him; kept there all night; all his letters and pa- 
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taken from him, —alſo his great coat, to ſtarve him in his 


cell; permitted no fire to warm him denied pen, 


ink, and paper, ſo that this deponent could not let his 
friends know his ſituation. ——A]fo, uſed in a ſnearing, 
taunting, inſulting, degrading, and contemptuous manner: 
W ooldridge called out to this deponent in his cell, « how 
do you like your lodging, you d—nd Jacobin Raſcal ? you 
deſerve hanging, hanging is tco good for you, &c. &c.“ 
Mr. Harriſon on his croſs examination ſaid, that he was 
Preſident of the Conſtitutional Society for political informa- 
tion at Birmingham.—That he had learned his principles of 
Reform from the Duke of Richmond and William Pitt, and 


the Yorkſhire Aſſociation, under the guidance of the late vir- 


tuous Marquis of Rockingham.— That no crime, whatever, 


was laid againſt this deponent before the Magiſtrates at the 
Public Office, Birmingham.— That if the Duke of Rich- 


mond and William Pitt were to be ſeized by the collar, 
dragged along the ſtreets like a thief, forced into a priſon, 
and made to ſtretch their limbs on a bed of ſtraw; and if 
they could obtain redreſs this deponent would endeavour 
to obtain a remedy by the fame law.—That when Wool- 
dridge ſtruck this deponent with a chair he guarded off 
the blows, fo that his arms only were hurt. That he got a 
cold in the Prifon, which gave this deponent a very bad 
hoarſeneſs that continued upon him for four months.— 


That the Magiſtrates requeſted to keep this deponent's 


Papers until they had examined them further, (for ten 
days: )-=that this deponent was requeſted by Mr. Carleſs 
to appear again within that time, if they, the Magiſtrates, 


| ſhould want him; and he Mr, Carleſs would deliver up 


the Papers to the deponent after that tirhe, which he did : 
—T hat when this deponent aſked for pen, ink and paper, 
F he 


RN 
/ 
| 
| 
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he was anſwered by Robert Hopkins, ſervant to Wool. 
dridge; “ that he had wrote enough already, that he 
- « ſhould never write more he was ſuch a d-——d Ja- 
« cobin.” ——T hat Thomas Wooldridge called his ſer- 
vant Robert to lay hold of this deponent, and that this 
deponent was dragged to priſon by Robert Hopkins 
and Joſeph Lindon, a Publican; that "theſe two men 
ſearched this deponent and took away all his letters 
and papers; and alſo took his pen-knife, leſt (as they 
«faid) he ſhould cut his own throat.” —That Thomas 
Wooldridge told this deponent the next morning, March 
21ſt, that he (Wooldridge) had given orders to ſearch this 
deponent, and to take all his papers, &c. from him. 

Here an altercation took place between this deponent, 
Mr. Digby, the Counſel for the priſoner, and the Court ; 
It appeared, that Joſeph Lindon, publican, who keeps 
the ſign of the Minerva in Queen-ftreet, Birmingham, 
and Robert Hopkins, ſervant to Wooldridge, the priſoner 
at the bar, &c. had been tried for the ſame offence in July 
Seſſions and acquitted ; but how juſtly let men of reaſon 
judge! and Mr. Digby was then counſel againſt the aſſault, 
as it appeared on Mr. Harriſon's croſs- examination: 

This gave the counſel the aſſurance to ſay, © that Mr. 
« Harriſon had given his evidence different, or that it 
« varied very much from his evidence given on the 16th 
« day of July laſt: Here Mr. Harriſon, (with a be- 
coming fpirit) called for the Journal of the laſt Seſſions, 
and defired the evidence might be read from the minutes 
which was taken down by the very ſame reſpectable chair- 
man now on the bench: for this deponent inſiſted that his 
evidence at this time and * did not vary three words in 
ſubſtance: 


The 
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The chairman on this requeſt, reſpectfully acquainted 
the court, & that the notes called for on this aſſault, tried laſt 
Seſhons, were not in his power to produce, as he could 
aſſure the court they were not in exiſtence for thoſe notes 
were not preſerved ! ! !” 

Mr. Digby, however, was then obliged to ſubmit to the 
power of truth, which always is good evidence, if it does 
not always ſucceed !. 

This deponent remarked further on his croſs-examination 
here, that he was prevented on the laſt ſeſſions from 
pleading his own cauſe, although this depoment, was diſap- 


pointed in his counſcl. 
Mr. Digby (the then counſel for Lindon, Hopkins, &c. 


priſoners at the bar, July 16th laſt paſt ;) inſiſted that this 
deponent (Mr. Harriſon,) being only a witneſs, had no right 
to plead his cauſe at that bar; and the counſel took the 
ſenſe of the court upon that queſtion, and the deponent, 
J. H. was over- ruled; of courſe this deponent was in- 
formed that he muſt only anſwer the council's queſtions 
ſimply, with a Yes ; or, a No ; ſo this deponent ſaid that 
he was not admitted then, to give his reaſons why he ſaid 
yes; ; or why he ſaid no! 

Another remark this deponent made on this remarkable 
tnal,— | 

That this deponent's evidence was endeavoured to be very 
much crippled the laſt ſeſſions, July 16th, on account that 
Wooldridge, the now priſoner at the bar, did not chuſe to 
come to trial on that ſeſſions: Therefore, every witneſs 
was interrupted, and ordered not to ſpeak any thing about 
Wooldridge, as he was not on his trial; and yet it was a 
plain caſe all the truth could not have been told without ad- 


verting to this priſoner's riotous conduct in the aſſault [ 
1 Mr. 


(4) 


Mr. John Kilmiſter was next called; 

And he corroborated the fame facts; That he ſaw Woot. 
gridge come firſt into the room, followed by about eight 
other perſons ; that this deponent heard Wooldridge cry 
out, © you Gd d—nd Jacobin Raſcal, what did you ſet 
you chair on my foot for; and that he ſaw Wooldridge 
ſtrike Mr Harriſon with the chair three or four times, and 
then threw the chair at him with great violence: that 
Wooldridge called Bob td affiſt Lindon the publican, i in 
dragging Mr. Harriſon down ſtairs, &c.“ 

On this deponent's croſs-examination by the oppoſite 
council, he ſaid that he was ſecretary to the Conflitutional 
Society for Information in Birmingham; that there had been 
a meeting of a part of the ſociety that night ; but buſineſs 
was over before 10 of the clock, and all the people gone 
except ſeven perſons;—that when this banditti came into 
the room it was after 10 o'clock :—that he knew Wool- 
dridge to be the keeper of the dungeon ;—that this ban- 
ditti were armed with clubs, &c. that after Mr. Harriſon 
was dragged away, Wooldridge began to abuſe and ſtrike 
Anthony Tittley and Jonathan Coſgrove : that neither Mrs 
Harriſon nor any of this dEponent's company did give the 
leaſt offence or make the leaſt reſiſtance: that Wooldridge 
behaved very ill, and appeared in liquor. 

Anthony Tittley was next called, who followed very 
nearly the other two witneſſes; the only place where we 
find them vary, was with reſpect to the chair: this depo- 
nent ſaid (on his exoſs. examination) ©« that when Wool. 
dridge cried out, you Gd MU—ad Jacobin Raſcal, what 
did you put your chair on my foot for?” Mr Harriſon's 
chait did not move at all, until Thomas Wooldridge had 


pulled the chair from mma him: that when Wool- 
dridge 


( 45 ) | 
dridge had pulled the chair from under Mr Harriſon , 
Wooldridge then ſtruck him with the chair three 
or four times with great violence, and threw it at 
him with all his force, Here the council for the 
Plaintiff did not think it neceſſary to call any further evi- 
dence; although there were more in Court, 

Mr. Digby then got up, who was council for W _ 
dridge, the priſoner at the bar: But he appeared to be evi- 
dently in an embarraffed fituation on account of the clear- 
nefs of the witneſſes; he made ſome obſervations on the na- 
ture of the evidence, and endeavoured to make them diſ- 
agree, and ſuffered this clear caſe to go to the jury without 
calling one witneſs in defence of the priſoner at the bar 
The council reſted much on the verdict of the jury-on the 
faſt ſeſſions; and hoped this jury alſo would acquit hr 
client. This council however acknowledged, © that ſuch 
« ſocieties had a right to aſſociate for the purpoſes of obtain- 
a jng à Parliamentary Reform as long as they maintained 
& order and peace;—and that people meeting together to 
* petition Parliament, or the King, was undoubtedly legal 
« and conſtitutional.” 

The chairman of the court without ſunanite up the evi- 
dence ſubmitted the whole in a very ſhort manner to the 
jury, who after being puzzled with this clear cafe for about 
an hour, were obliged to be locked up without fire and can» 
gle, or any thing to eat or to drink ;—and being in this 
ſituation for about two hours, more or lefs, brought in their 
verdict NOT GUILTY ! So of courſe Themas Wool 
dridge was acquitted of aſſaulting John Harriſon at Bir- 


mingham on the 20th of March laſt. 
« GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE ! 111» 
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